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Ardipithecus - Early Homo erectus - First

R . Homo habilis - The first .
hominid with upright . . human species to leave
. tool-making human species .
walking Africa

7-5 million 4.4 million 2.5 million 2 million 1.9 million 1.8 million
years ago years ago years ago years ago years ago years ago

Divergence of humans and Appearance of the genus Controlled use of fire by
chimpanzees Homo early humans

Development of complex
language and symbolic
expression

Homo sapiens - Modern
humans emerge in Africa

Agricultural revolution and
the rise of civilization

500,000 300,000 200,000 70,000 40,000 12,000 2,000
years ago years ago years ago years ago years ago years ago years ago

Homo heidelbergensis -
Common ancestor of
Neanderthals and Homo

Migration of Homo sapiens Neanderthals become Emergence of the scientific

out of Africa extinct study of human evolution
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